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Mareſchal, that the Enemy appear'd on the other ſide of 


3 
LETTER 


From Monſieur de — Aid-de-Camp to Monſieur 
de Tallard, to Monfeur de Chamillard, ec. 


Strasburg the 30th. Aug, 1704. N. S. 


HE Army march'd the 12th from Dillingen 
and Zawingen to go and encamp at Bleinheim, 
along a Rivulet which edg'd the Front of our 

Camp, which was ſaid to be Mooriſh, but 

was not ſo; our Right reaching to the Daaube, and 
our Left to a Hill cover'd by a thin Wood. The Elector 
pre sd to march forward, upon a belief that the Enemy 
were not joyn'd. Monſieur de Tallard conſented to it, and 
relied upon People who had ſerv d a Year ang half in that 
Country, to poſt himſelf as I told you. The Camp was 
hardly marking, when Information was brought to the 


the Rivulet, that border'd the Front of our Camp. He 
went that way immediately, and having caus'd fome 
Troops to go over, the Enemy retired to their Camp. 
Several People preſs'd the Elector to march up to them, 
aſſuring him that they were not joyn d. The Mareſchals 
diſſuaded him from it; repreſenting to him, that before 
they advanc'd they ought to be throughly inform'd : In 
order to that, a great Detachment was made to * 
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chem nearerz and we made ſome Priſoners, who aſſur d 
us, that they were ſoyn d: Whereupon we return d back, 
and had no other thoughts than to incamp. . bont five 
of the Clock in the Evening, the Enemy march'd, in 
their turn, to view us, with the great Piquet, with whom 
they advanc'd as far as Sweiningen; and then retired, 
The next day, at two of the Clock in the Mourning, the 
Fnemy beat the General, and march'd in cri.r to atcack 
vs. We were {till ignorant of their Deſign at & of the 
Clock in the Morning; but ſceing them afvaa.e to- 
wards us, in Four great Columns; we gan to believe, 
that they had a mind to fight us. We |, 1t the General 
in our Camp. and ſ on after ſounded to 1+-rſe : And in 

that Iater val, the Re(-lution was taken hv we ſhould 
poſt our ſelves. To make you comprehend it, without 
æ Plan, and at this diſtance, I muſt reſume the vruation 
of our C imp. Our Right tcach d to the Dube, having 
the Village ot Bleinheim in our Front, where was Mon- 
Geur de Tallard's Quarter; and the Village of Lat gingen 
to: the left of our Camp, where where was the Elector's 
Quarter. All the tuit Line of Foot of Monſieur de Tallard 
had its Right to the Danube, that it might be at hand to 
be poſted in the Village of Bleinheim, which was before 
it. That firſt Line was of Nineteen Battalions. Then 
we had poſted all our firſt Line of Horſe, on the Left 
next the Horſe of Monſieur Marcin; next to his was the 
reſt of his Army, which reach'd as far as the Hill, and 
of which I ſhall not give you the particulars, becauſe] 
was not there, having been ſufficiently cable, gin our 
Right. The ſecond Line was drawn up as uſual ; that 
is to ſay, the Infantry in the Center: The two Armies 
having Communication one with another, and making 
together 8o Battalions, and 140 Squadrons. In the Cen- 
ter of both our Armies there was a Hill, which chmman- 
ded all the Plain, and whole declivity reach d as far 15 
| | ene 


_ * 


; (3) 
the Rivulet that ran along the Front of our Camp; and 
over againſt that Hill was a Village cali'd Ondertlawe, 
which we caus'd to be ſet on Fire, as well as two Mills, 
that were on the Rivnlet, the way down to Bleinheim; 
ſo that it was reſolv d to izfend only the Paſſage of the 
Rivulet, and the Afors , the Generals being order'd to 


5 charge the Enemy, s ney paſs'd, and te take heed ut to 


let too many of them paſs. This Reſolution being taken, 
we poſted in the Village cf Bleizheim the 19 Battalions 
of our firſt Line. And we plac'd there alſo our 4 Regi- 
ments of Dragoci's, on Foot, to the Right, along the 
Danube, On the Left of the Village, or next to it, we 
had 26 Battalions, and 4 Regiments of Dragoons ;\ and 
from the Village of Bleinleim to that of Overk/awe, we 
poſted there, on two Lines, 48 Squadrons of Monſieur 
de Tallara's Army, and 32 of that of Monſieur de Mays 
cin, and 9 Battalions in the Center; and the Brigades of 
Champagne and Bourbonnois, to the Right of Monſieur de 
Marciu's Village, that they might be at hand, to ſuſtain 
either his Village, or the Right of his Cavalry, We pla- 
ced Batteries in all the Front, and both Armies canno- 
nado'd one another, till 10 or 11 a Clock in the Morn- 
ing, when the firſt Attack began. During this Canno- 
nading, Advice was brought to Monſieur de Tall ird, that 
the Enemy marched a great Number of Infantry to the 
Right, and that their Deſigu was to attack the Left of 
Aonſieur de Marcin, as the weakeſt ſide, by reaſon of 
the thin Wood, to which it reach'd. He went thither 
with (peed, and we attack'd their Right. At the ſame 
time, the Enemy advanc'd to pals the Rivuler, in the 
whole Front of the Hill I have mention d bef.re, where 
all their Horſe was poſted, to the Right of 
Monſieur de Marcin. Monſieur de Silly and e er 
one t of his Friends vere upon that Hill, and | 
ſeeing that our Men were drawing off our Battery, they 
1 cut 


41 went thither and ſtopt them; and ſeeing the Exgliſb pre- 
1 paring themſelves to attack the Village of Bieinheim, 


preſent. He rode up to them full Gallop, and made 


maerie move, which gave the Enemy time to form, with- 


of Ground whither the Troopes did not march, till above 
Three Quarters of an Hour after that firſt Charge. All 
|. the Men the Enemy had in the bottom of the Valley were 
repuls'd, as well as thoſe who happen'd to be in the Way 


fatal Hull. 


Friend, ſeeing the Mareſchal de Tallara, rejoyn'd him, 
and gave him an Account of the Attack of the Village, 


laſt he went out of the Village, and returned to the Ca- 


freſh Attack: They advanc'd in the Village of Bleinheim, 
to the very Muzzels of our Muſquets, but were repuls'd, 
The Gendarmerie, who, with Sword in Hand, thought 
to hyve repuls'd the Enemy that were before them, were 
expos'd to the Fire of ſome Infantry well poſted, and 
were charg d 
them give Way, and drove them beyond a Rivulet they 
had behind them. In this Charge Meſſieurs de Surlube 


1 
* 
% * 7 


they re ſolv d to cauſe the firſt and ſecond Line of thele to 
mwarch, as if the Mareſchal (ae Ta/lara) had been there 


them indeed advance: But unfortunately the Brigades 
of the Two Rights did only march, nor did the Gendar- 


out Diſturbance g ſeveral Lines of Horſe, in all the ſpace 


of the Gendarmerie, who march'd i#toxicated with Con- 
ceit, ana fonaly ſecure of Succeſs, We prepared our ſelves. 
to receive them a ſecond time, and neglected the great 
double Lines, which were forming at the Foot of that 
Monſieur de Silly had his Horſe kill'd under 
him, and was thinking how to get another, when his 


oe 


Monſieur de Tallard relolv'd to go thither, and ſo the Hill 
was neglected, not being able to perceive what paſſed at 
the Foot of it. Thus they entred the Village, and Mon- 
ficur de Tallard redoubled his Care to ſecure that Poſt. At 


valry, As he came to the Right, the Enemy began a 


by ſome Ezgliſh Squadrons, which made 


and 
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and 4 Imecourt had their Horſes kill d under them; and 
the firſt receiv*d Six or Seven Wounds: The Brigade of 
Silly, through the Intervals of which the Gendarmerie 


paſs'd to rally themſelves, charg?d the Exgliſb, and made 


them repaſs the Rivulet with Precipitation. During | 
this brisk Attack, the Generals of our Left, and of Mon- 


ſicur de Marſin's Right, awaked but” of their, FATAL 
DROUSINE:S3 and caus'd forme Brigades to march t 
the Enemy, whom they ſaw advanced almoſt to the Top 


of the Hill, All cur Brigades charged brisk y, and made 


all the Squadrons they attack'd give Way ; but thoſe 


Squadrons being ſuſtain'd by ſeveral Lines of Horſe and 


Foot; our Men were forc'd to ſhrink back, and throw 
themſelves oa our ſecond Line, which being at ſome Di- 
ſtance, gave the Enemy Time to gain Ground, which 
they maintain'd by their Numbers, and their fow and 
cloſe March, We rallied the Squadrons of our fiiſt Line, 


and they charged again with the ſame Succeſs, but were 
{till over-powered. Monſieur de Tallard interlaced the 


Brigades and the {econd Line with our Cavalry, with De- 
ſign to make a laſt Effort, to break the double Lines of 


the Enemy. Our Men march'd up to them gallantly, 
and the Enemies firſt Line threw themſelves on the ſe- 


cond. We gain'd ſome Ground, and advanc'd to charge 
the ſecond Line; but this being (uſtain'd by a Third and 
a Fourth, Our Troopers fled, and our poor Batallions were 
cut in pieces We rallied ſtill the third time that broken 


Cavalry, which diminiſh'd by the Charges, and form'd. 
now but one Line. Things being in this Condition, 


| Monſieur de Ta/lard conſider d that it was high time to 
draw off the Dragoons and Infantry out of the Villagg, of 
Bleinheim, and reſolv'd upon it, exhorting his Cavalry 
to ſtand their Ground, He ſent a truſty Man to Monſięur 
de Marcin, to deſire him to face the Enemy with ſome 


Troops on the Right of his Village; to Keep them in Play, 
| to 


() 

to favour the Retreat, of our Infantry: But Monſieur de 

Marcin tepiciented to that Man, that he had too much 
Bulin.1sin the Front cf his Village, and the reſt of the 

Line, to ſpare any Troops, he not being victorious, but 

only m iataining his Ground. During this Di!courſe- 
our Horſe had faced the Enemy, but, on the ſudden they 

were ordet'd to wheel about, which was done with all 

the Diſorder you may imagine. In mort, this was ſo 

precipitate a Flight, that inany caſt themſelves inio the 

Danube, and the Enemy let loole ThreeRegiments of Dra- 

goons after them, Monſieur de Tallard was invelop'd 

with the Runaways, and taken in that Rout, Ae ſſicurs 

de Monpeyroux, de la Valliere, Silly, Eſpouilles, Maſſel ere, 


St. peuange, Ligondé, and leveral others, were alio made 


Priſoners, The taking of Monſieur de Tallard is a great 
AMisfortune for the King: For tis certain, that with his 
Infantry, he might have made a very honourable Re- 
treat; whereas that Infantry is now the Laughing-ftock of 
Nations, and uſeleſs to the King, in a War lo violent as 
this is. In ſhort, to give you an Account of all that hap» 
pen'd on that fats/ Day, Part of our Cavalry, and allt 
Gendarmerie, baving thrown themſelves towards the Da- 
nube, into a narrow Nock, which torm'd a Demi-I{land, 
they found themſclves cut eff from the reſt of the Army; 
which forc'd many brave en, to throw themſelves into 
the D:xabe to ſave themſelves. The News of this being 
brought to Griznan's Brigade, which were retired more 
to the Left, to pais the Aforals at Hochſtet, they rallied 
and march'd to the Enemy, and made them abandon the 
Defile in which they were; and ſo diſingaged all thoſe 
who were not either kill d or taken: And then forming 
themſelves on che Height of Hechſtet, marched on faciug 
the Enemy, which gave us time to draw off the Wouu- 
ded from that Place, This was the {ad Fate of a brisk 
and good Cavalry, which might have been uſed to bet- 
; | ter 
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ter Purpoſe; but which we give over lamenting, aſſoon 


as we begin to conſider the wretched Deſtiny of our Ke- 


giments of Foot. 'Twas Mclieurs ds Clerarbant and 

Blanzach, who commanded the Dragoons and latantty 
in the Village of Bieinheim, ande all inat we learn from 
(um: Officers, who were made Pritoncts, and are cyms 
to vt Camp, is, that Mom ſicur ot Clerambait, without 
taking a Reſolution worthy of his Name, with a power- 
ful B dy whick was ye: intire, s ſoon as he {ow the Rout 
of our Cava'ry, caus“ his Poſtiliion to ſound the Danube, 
and throwirg him ſelt into it, was drowned. Ihe Ene. 
my having ſurrrounded the Village of Bleinheizs by (e: 
vera Lines, advanc'a to ſtreighten it, cloſe cn the 1: tt 
Hank, where our Right of Here was before peſted: Our 
Men were ſoon alarmed, and the Colonel ef the Royal 
Regiment betheught himlclt of tzving his Life and that 
ot his S \diersz whom he caus'd to lay down heir Arms, 
and ſurten dred himſelſ the Colours. The Soldiers of Sure 
tiube, who were alſo 19 the left Flank. put themiclves 


into Diiorder, and <nter'd the Centr ot the Village in 


Contuſion. Monſic ur ce Sv re being inſotm'd of this 
Diſorder, call'd ihe Regiments of Provence and Arten, 
and all that were reſclute, to him, and with Sword in 
Hand, drove the Enemy ro the very Head of their Ca- 


valryz andreturn'd to the Village leiſurely, Aonſieur 


de Sitiere hid his Wriſt bicken. My Lord Marlborough 
judging righily,that there were d Troops in that Place, 
the overcoming of which would cc ſt him dear, made uſe 
of Monſic ur de Nonville, his Priiorer, to exhort them to 
accept of their Lives, J hey had much ado to get the 
conlent of Navarre,who buried their Colours. All yield- 
ed, The A:ficles were fign'd : Eur Szviere and Jourry 
refuſed to ſet their Hands to it. They were all diſirm q, 


and their + olours t ken fem hem: Grief mill not [uffer 


me bo carry this Recital any furthir, You may well un-gine 
C what 
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what a {ad Spectacle it is to ſee 26 Battalions, and Four 
Regiments of Dragoons Priſoners. I leave that Black Jaca, 
and return to the Village of Overklanuwe, the Quarter of 
„Honlicur de Marcin, When he ſaw the Horſe of his 


Right, and ours routed, he bethought himlelf of retreat- 
ing wrh his Left, who, through the Care of Count de 
Bourg had always repuls'd the Enemy, baving charg'd 
them as they were half paſs'd. He drew off all his Infan- 


try, and march'd leiſurely as far as the Acorals of Hoch- 
let, which he repaſs d in good Order, and came to D.. 


ungen, where the Reſolution was taken to fend all the 
Horſe to 1%, by Gederinghem, and to cauſe all the Bag- 


gage to pals the Danube ailthe Night. In the Morning 
. wedrew off all the Infantry, and came to encamp at Li- 


pent, caving 1coo Men at Lawingen, with Orders to 


retreat as ſoon as the Enemy ſhould appear. and to burn 


the Bridge, which was done: And marching ſince with 


Precipitation, we bring to the King the poor Remains of 


an Army grieva to Death, and which is no otherwiſe 
Guilty,than through the Non-performance of the poſitive Or- 


der which had been given, pot 20 let the Enemy paſs the 


Rrtulet; and to charge them as they paſs d, al together, 


and not by Brigaaes, againſt a Body form'd, and formidable, 


which at laſt penetrated into our Center, and ſurrounded 


the lafantry, Oc. 


. 
A LETTER 


From the Adjutant of the Gendarmerie, 10 Monſieur 
de Chamillard, Aug. the 28. 1704. N. 8. 


My Lord, 
I. Obedience to your Commands, in your Letter of 
t 


the 15th. to inform you of all that happen'd among 
e Gendarmerie, I (hall begin, in the Abſence of the 

Major, with acquainting you with the Deſpair of all the 
Officers upon the News they receive from Pars, where- 
in they find that Monſieur de $3//y ſpreads injurious and 
malicious reports againſt them, Is it poſſible, my Lord, 
that the Reputation of that Body. ſo well eſtabliſh'd eve- 
ry where, by ſo many different Actions, can depend on 
the Caprice or Malice of a private Man without experience? 
And is it juſt to believe him, if h has a mind to diſgrace 
ſo many brave Men, who, in the fight both of Friends 
and Enemies, have done all that could be expected ſrom 
Men of Courage? In that unfortunate day they did not 
fear to expoſe themſelves to death, for the glory of the 
Nation and che King's Service; nevertheleſs, it is but 
too true, that he has made People believe all that he had 
a mind to ſay againſt us; ſo prevalent are the firſt Im- 
preſſions: And we are told he has dared to advance, that 
the flight of the Gendarmerie had occaſioned that of the 
Cavalry; All the Army knows that we had charged 
twice before the Cavalry had approach'd the Enemy; 
that we faced them till ſix of the Clock in the Evening; 
and that *'twas in the Center, which was thin and weak 
where the Enemy picrc'd through; this is matter of fact, 
which I'll maintain no body will dire to contradi& : 
Wherefore, my Lord, do not deny us on this occaſion, 
. ſo 
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ſo very nice for us, and of ſo great conſequerice for 
all, the ame rivilege which is allowed to moſt Crimi- 


nals; that is, not to pals judgment upon us upon the 


re port of a ſingle Man; eſpecially of voc fo cx% ptiona- 
ble; but be pleaſed to judge of us on the Teſtimony. of 
ſeveral unexcepticnable Witnelies, who are Men of ex- 
perience, who can fee clearly what paſſes on days of a- 
ction and whom Truth alone, not Exy, will make ſpeab: 
You know, my Lord, there is a rear kable one for us + 
Witnels the Baticl of Spire, in which the Cendirmerie 
btoke through the Znumy with fo much rapidity, that 
they thereby gave tim: tc cur Ia fintty t CUieup? Ne- 
vertheleſs, ſome hed the Cc ofidence to ipcak ill of 
them, and to repre/ent their Valor as Tenurityard their 
Conduct as over-cautwufncls, but you were loon in- 
form's of the Truih, and did us the juſiice which was 
due to us, aſſoon as you knew that we march'd by Or- 
ders of the General only; 2nd that we had diſcharg'd 

every part of cur Duty. Do us the favour, my Lord, 
to ſearch into the bottom cf his laſt Affair; wherein our 
Body, as they were poſted, cc ud do no more than ſacri- 
fice th: mſelves, as they did, wuhout being able to ſuc- 
ceed in their Charges; being continually «xpoltd to the 


v | Fireof a clole. Bedy of Infantry, ſuſtained by ſeveral 


Ranks; and above all, poſted in a ſhallow way, with 
Pallifadoes beſore it. Tis true, theſe Palliiadoes were 
not pcrceived, eſpecially by thoſe who ſpeak ſo r ſhly; 
but they were (cen by thoſe who approached the Enemy 
as near as we did; I muſt alſo make bold to tell yuu, 
my Lord, that we have taken notice mare thanonce, 
that the Mareſchal de Tallard had no kindnels for us: 
Tho' fince he is a Prifoner, he has honcured us with le- 
veral Compliments, cn the Valour of our Officers, re- 


gretting ſo many gallant Men who were eith. 1 kil?d or 
wounded. The reſpect we have for him will not ſuffer , 


us 


as nicely td inquire into our misfortune of not being in 
his favour : However, out of a certain confidence which 
truth ſuggeſts, we cannot imagine that he can ſay open- 
ly any ill thing againſt us; nor that he could charge 
Monſieur de Silly to caſt on us the faults of that unſortu- 
nate day, which, out of diſcretion, we will impute to 


no body. 
The Mareſchal de Tallard did not ſee the two fir 


Charges we made, not being return'd to us till after thoſe 


two Actions. He was gone to the left of Mareſchal de 
Marcin's Army, and he might have ſeen, at his return, 
that the Enemy had but too much time to form before 


us, four lines, one upon the other, which baffled our 


Effects, and diſappointed our good Intentions 3 we over- 
threw. indeed, their firſt lines, more than once, but it 


was ſtill ſuccour'd and brought up again by the three 


others. Had we been Men that would have run away, 
how could we have had Fifty one Officers kill'd or 
wounded, tho there were 23 of them abſent « And moſt 


of the reſt have had their Horſes kill'd under them, as 


well as the great number of the Gendarmes, of whom I 

| have already had the honour to Inform you. 
Meſſieurs de Lenion, de Hamtefort, de Magnas, and 
ſeveral others, may acquaint you, that we remain'd 
with them till Ten of the Clock at Night, on the heigth 
of Hoc hſtette; that we drew out of the Caſtle AMonſie ur 
de Surlaube, Monſieur de /a Baume, and that we brought 
up the Rear of all, as far as Him. After all this, may 


not we hope, my Lord, that you will be pleaſed to in- 


form the King of the truths I have the honour to write 


to you, which are moſt certain; and that you will there- 


by give ſome comfort to Officers, who are griev'd to 


death, and driven to deſpair, by having their Lives leſt 


them, after they had their Honour taken from them. 
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d'un Bois fort clair, L'Electeur preſſa d'aller en avant, 
fur ce qu'il croyoit que les Ennemis nctoient pas joinis. 
Monſieur de Tallara y conſentit, & ſe raporta a des Gens 
qui ſervoient depuis 18. mois dans ce Pais- a, pour ſe 
poſter comme je viens de vous dire. On manquoit a pet» 
ne le Camp? qu'on avertit Monſieur le Marechal que 
les Ennemis paroiſſoient de l'autre cote du Ruiſſeau qui 
bordoit le Front de notre Camp. Il s' porta daburd, 
& failant paſler quelques Troupes, les Ennemts fe reti- 

le Nie. | terent 


Om———— RX )"' 


nt 2 leur Camp. Pluſieurs Gens preſſerent FE- 

|: lecteur de marcher à eux, gaſſeurant 

* Tallard & quiils r'etoient pas joints, meſſieurs les 
Marcin,  _* Marcchaux Ten difſuaderent, en lui 
faiſant connoitre qu'il Falloit aupara- 

vant en Etre Eclairci a fonds. On fit pour ce ſujet un 


gros Detachement., pour les aprocher de plus pres , & 


on fit des Priſonniers, qui affurerent qu'ils etotenc 


joints. Of ſe retira, & on ne ſongea plus qu'à fe 


Camper, Sur les cinq heures du ſoir, les Ennemis mar- 
cherent à leur tour, pour nous reconnoitre, avec le 
gros Piquet, qu'ils avancerent juſques à Sweiningen, 


& enluite ſe retirerent. Le lendemain, à deux heures 
aprcs minuit, les Ennemis battitent la Generale, & 


marcherent 2 nous pour nous attaquer. On ignoroit 
encore leur deſſein a fix heures du matin; mais en 
approchant de nous ſur quatre groſſes Colonnes, on 
commenca a crowe qu'ils vouloient nous combatre. 
Lon bittit la Generale dans notre Camp, & Pon ſonna 


à Cheval peu de tems apres : Et dans cet intervale, on 


{e determina à prendre une ſeituation. Pour vous la 


fair: comprendte ſans Plan, cloignede vous, il faut que 


je reprenne la ſcituation de notre Camp. Notre Droite 
Eroit appuy ee au Danube, ayant le Village de Bleinheim 


à nôtte Tere, ON Etoit le Quartier de Monſieur de 741. 


lard, & le Village de Lutzingen a la Gauche de notre 


Camp, ol Etoit le Quartier de Monſieur FEle&teur. Tou- 
te la premiere Ligne d Infanterie de Monſieur de Tallard 
avoit la Droite au Dazube pour Etre à portte d'&:re 


poſtce dans le Village de Bleinheim, qui -Etoit devant el. 
le. Cette premiere Ligne Etoir de 19 Bataillons. En- 


ſuite on avoir poſtè toute notre premiere Ligne de Ca- 
valerie à la Gauche, joignant la Cavalerie de Monſieur 


de Marcin, Enſuite regnoit le reſte de fon Arme, juſ- 


ques a la Mont igue, dont je ne vous decrirai pas les 
| Parti- 
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W Particularitez, parce que je ne m'y ſuis pas trouvè, ayan 
eu aſſez à faire 2 notre Droite. La ſeconde Ligne etoit 
en Bataille a Pordinaire ; c'eſt a dire, Plafanterie dans 
le Centre; les deux Armees ſe joignant , & faiſant en- 
ſemble 80. Bataillons, & 140. Eſcadrons, Dans le 
Centre de nos deux Armces , il y avoit une Hauteur qui. 
commandoit à toute la Plaine, & dont la Pente couloit 
juſques au Ruiſſeau, qui regnoit au Front de notre Camp; 
& vis-a-vis de cette Hauteur, un Village mmmé n- 
aerklawe , qu'on fit briler, auſſi bien que deux Mou- 
lins qui ëtoient ſur le Ruiſſeau, en deſcendant ſur Blein- 
heim; de forte qu'on borna n6rre deffence au Paſſige du 
Ruifleau & Marais, ordonnant aux Generaux de char-- 
ger les Ennemis a meſure qu'ils patſeroicat , & de veil- 
ler a ven laiſſer pas trop paſſer, Cette Relolution pri- 
ſe, on Etablit dans le Village de Bleinheim les 19. Ba- 
raillons de notre premiere Ligne: On y mit auſſi nos 
quatre Regimens de Dragons a pied, a la Droite, tout 
e long du Danube. Sur la Gauche du Village, ou tour 
joignant, nous avions 26. Bataillons & quatre Regimens 
de Dragons; & depuis le Village de Bleizheim, juſqu'a 
celui d'Overklawe, on y poſta ſur deux Lignes, 48. Eſ- 
cadrons de PArmee de Monſieur de Tallard, & 32. de 
celle de Monſieur de Marcin, & neuf Bataillons dans le 
Centre; Et les Brigades de Champagne, & de Bourbon- 
mis à la droite du Village de Monſieut de Marcin, pour 
etre à porte de ſoutenir ſon Village, ou la Lroite de 
{x Cavalerie. On placa des Batteries dans tout le Front, 
& on ſe cannona jutqu'a dix ou onze heure du marin, que 
la premiere Attaque commenga. Pendant la cannonade, 
on avertit Monſieur de Tallard, que les Ennemis faiſoient 
couler beaucoup d' Infanterie ſur. la Droite , & que leur 
deſſein ctoit d attaquer la Gauche de Monſieur de Marcin, 
comme le plus Foible, a cauſe du Bois clair on elle 
Etoit appuycc. II s'y porta avec viteſſe, & on _— 
| cur” 
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leur Droite, En meme tems, les Ennemis ſe preparerent 
1 paſſer le Ruiſſeau, dans tout le Front de la Montagne 
don je vous al parle , ou eEtoit poſtèe toute leur Cavalc- 

rie, ala Droice de Monſieur de Marci. 

 Celui qui Monſieur de Silly & un. tf de ſes Amis 
-cxit cette <Etolent ſur cette hauteur , & voyant que 
Leitre. nos gens retiroient notre Batterie, ils sy 
porterent & les arreterent; & voyant 
les Anglois ſe preparer à attaquer le VII. 
age de Bleinheim, ils ſe determinerent à faire marcl.ex 
'2 premicre & Ja ſeconde Ligne de Cavalerie, comme 
SR ſi Monſicur le Marechal y eur etc preſent. 
* Monſicur I * Sy porta à toute bride, & les fit ve- 
ae Tallard. - ritablement marcher; mais maiheureaſe- 
il n'y eut que les Brigades des deux Droi- 

tes qui marcherent , & la Gendarmerie ne marcha pas, 
ce qui donna le tems aux Ennemis de former, ſans ob- 
ſtacle, pluſieurs Lignes de Cavalerie dans toute l' Eten- 
due cù les Troupes ne marcherent pas que plus de trois 
uarts d'heure apres cette premicre Charge. Tout ce 
qu'il y avoit d'Ennemis dans le fond de la Vallée 
fut pouſſe auſſi bien que tout ce qui ſe trouva devant 
ja Gendarmerie, qui marcha exyvree 4 Eſprit & 4 Avare 
rage. On ſe prepara a les recevoir une ſeconde fois, & on 
negligea les groſſes Lignes reiterces qui ſe formoient au 
bas de cetre fatale Montagne. Monſieur de Silly cut lan 
Cheval tuc ſous lui, & ſongeoit à en avoir un autre, 
lors que ſon Amy voyant Monſieur le Marechal de Tal- 
lard, le rejoignit, & lui rendit compte de FAtiaque du 
Village. Monfieur de Tal/az4 voulut y aller, & la 
Montagne fut negligée, ne pouvant pas 5'appercevoir 
de ce qui ſe paſſuit au pied. On entra donc dans le 
Village, & Monſieur de Tallard redoubla fon Attention 
à mettre ce Poſte en ſeurete. Enfin, il foriit du Vil 


lage & ſe reporta a la Cavalerie, En arrivant à la 
5 4 | Drone, 
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Drone, les Ennemis recommettcoient une Attaque 
nouvelle: On les recut dans le Village de Bleinheim, 
iz Bourre dans le ventre, & on les culbuta, La Gen- 
darmerie, qui, Icpce a la main, voulut culbuter les 
Ennemis qu'elle avoit devant elle, trouva un Feu d'In- 
fanterie ctablie, & des Eſcadrons Anglois, qui la firent 
plier, & la pouſſerent juſques par dela un petit Ruiſſeau 
quelle avoir derriere elle. Dans c:tte Charge; Mel- 
tteurs de Surlaube & dImecourt eurent leurs Chevaux 
tuez ſous eux, & le premier fut bleſſs de 6. ou 7. bleſ- 
ſures. La Brigade de Sil, dans les intervalles de la- 
quelle la Gendarmerie paſia pour ſe rallier, chargea les 
Anglois, & leur fit repaſſer le Ruiſſeau avec Precipitation. 
Pendant cette vive A:taque, les Generaux de notre Gau— 
che, & de la Droite de Monſieur de Marcin, ſe reveil- 
lerent de leur fatal Aſſoupiſſement, & firent marcher 
quelques Brigades aux Ennemis, qu'ils appercirent 
quaſi au haut de la Montagne, Toutes nos Brigades 
chargerent avec vivacitè, & firent plier tous les Eſca- 
drons auſquels elles marcherent; mais ces Eſeadroas tant 
ſoùtenus de pluſieurs Lignes de Cavalerie & d' Inf interie, 
les Notres furent force: de plier ſur notre ſeconde 
Ligne, quietant cloignee, donnoit le tems aux Enne- 
mis de gagner du Terrain, qu'ils (olitenotent par leur 
nombre, & leur Marche lente & ſerree, On rallia nos 
Eſcadrons de la premiere Ligne, & ils chargerent encore 
avec le meme ſuccez, mais toujours forcez par le nom- 
bre. Monſieur de Tallard entrelaſſa les Brigades & la 


ſeconde Ligne dans nôtre Cavaletie, & voulat, pat un 


dernier effort culbuter, les Lignes redoublees des Enne- 
mis. On y marcha de bonne grace, & leur premiere 
Ligne plia ſur la ſeconde. On gagna du Terrain, & on 
voulut charger la ſeconde; mais celle-ci le trouvant 
foutenue d'une troifieme & quatrieme, 1, Cavaliers 
fnirent, & nos Pawures Bataillons furent taillex en pie- 
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valer ie cbranlee, qui diminuoit par les Charges, & ſe 
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ges. On rallia encore pour une troificme fois cette Ca- 


vit ne former plus qu'une Ligne. Les choſes en cet 
stat, Monſicur de Tz/lard vit bien qu'il falloit ſe preſſer 
de retirer les Dragons & PIntanteric du Village de Bein- 
heim, & $'y determina, en exhortant ſa Cavalerie de 
faire ferme. Il envoya un homme de confiance a 
Monſieur de Marcin, pour le prier de preſenter quelques 


. Traupes aux Ennemis (ur la Droite de ſon Village, afin 


de les ogeuper, pour favoriſer la Retraite de n0:re In- 
fanteris ; mais Monsieur de Marcin repreſenta A ct 
homme, qu'il ctoit trop occupè dans le Front de fon 
Village, & le reſte dela Ligne, pour ſe degarnir, ne- 
tant pas Victorieux, mais ſe ſoùtenant ſeulement. 
Pendant cer entretien, notre Cavalerie avoit reſté 
en Preſence, mais tout d'un coup, elle cut” ordre 
de faire demi-tour à droite; ce qui fut execute avec 
tout le deſordre que vous fauriez vous imaginer. En- 
fin, ce fut une Fuite fi precipitée, que pluſieurs ſe jet- 
terent dans le Danube, & les Ennemis deband:rent 
trois Regimens de Dragons apres eux. AMonſizur de 
Tallard tut envelope avec les Fuyards, & pris dans cet- 
te Deroute, Meſſieurs de Monpeyroux , de la Vulliere, 
Silly , Eſponille > Meſſeliere, Saint Poiiange, Lrgonde, 
& pluſieurs autres, turent auſſi faits Priſonniers. « Jeſt. 
un grand malheur pour le Roy, que la priſe de Mon- 
ſieur de Tallard; car il eſt certain qu'iſ auroit pi faire, 
avec ſon Infanterie, une Retraite honorable, au lieu 
que cette Infanterie eſt la xe, des Nations, & inutile 
au Roy, dans une Guerre auſſi vive que celle.ci, En- 
fin, pour vous inſtruire de tout ce qui eſt arrive dans 
cette fatale Fournee , une partie de ndtre Cavalerie & 
toute la Gendarmerie $*<tant jettèe du cote du Darw- 
Se, dans une eſpece de cul de fac, qui forme une 
Preſqu'iſle, elle ſe trouva coupse , ce qui contraigait 
kf | | pluſieurs 


pluſieurs honnètes gens de fe jetter dans le Danube 
7} pour ſe ſauver. Cette nouvelle ctant parvenue à la 
| "1! Brigade de Gig], qui $'ctoit retiree plus ſur la Droi- 
| te, pour paſſer le Marais de Hhilet, elle fe rilia & 
BET | marcha aux Ennemis, & leur fit abandonner le Defile: - 
qu'ils tenoient; & degagea ainſi, tout ce qui n'ctoit 
pas pris ou noy e; & Je formant enſuite ſur Ia Hautcus 
de Hoichiſtet, cotoya les Eanemis, & nous donna le 
tems de retirer nos Bleſſ-z dudit licu. Voila le triſte 
FS fort d'une Cavalerie brillante & bonne, & dont on pour 
FJ | voir ſe micux ſervir; mais qu'on ceſſe de plaitid:c, de- 
| qu'on retourne 2 examines la malheureuſe deſtince de 
nos Corps d'Ilnfanteric. C*ctoient Meſſicurs de Cleram- 
Laut, & de Blauzac qui Commandoient les Dragons 
W119 binkanterie dans le Village de Bleinveim, & tout ce 
WE | | que des Officiers, Priſonniers, qui font venus au 
| Camp en ont dit, cit que Monſieur de Clerembant, fans | 
WE!) prendre une teſolution digne de ſoa nom, avec un 
WT puiſſant Corps qui ctcit encore dans fon entier, des | 
it | qu'il vit la Deroute de notre Cavalerie, fit ſonder le 
WH Danube par lon Poſtiliin, & s'y jettant lui meme, tc 
noya, Les Ennemis apres avoir envelope le Village - 
de Bleiubeim par pluſicurs Lignes, le voulurent terrer | 
de pres par le flanc gauche, on notre Drone de Cava- 
lerie Etoit ci- devant appuyee : . Le deſordre Sy mit, & 
le Colonel du Regiment Royal ſongea à ſauver {a vie, | 
& celle de ſes Suldats, It fit donc mettre bas les Ar- b N 
mes, & porta luy mèéme les Drapeaux, Les Soldats | 
de Szrlaube , qui Eroient auſſi au Flare gauche, ſe mi- 
rent en deſordre, & entretent dans le Centre du Vil- 
lage en Conti uſion. Monſieur de Siviere apprenapt ce b 
Drbordre, appelia Prodence & Artois, & tout ce qu'il y 
avoir de Soldats de bonne volomée, & l'epée haute, 
culbuta les Ennemis juſques à la {cts de leur Cavale- | 
rie, & T&litia, Gans ſon Village au pas. Afonficur de * a 
| Siviere 
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Siriere eut le poignet calls, Mylord Marlborough 
jugeant bien qu il y avoit la de Vieilles Band:: 8, 
qui luy couterotent cher a vaincte, ſe fervit de ton 
ſicur de Nenville, ſon Pr iſonnier, pour les exhorter A 
accepter la vie, On cut de la pe ine a y ture conlentir 
Navarre, qui enterra ſes Drapaux. Tout ced1, On 
{igna les Articles ; mais Siviere & Fourry, n'en voulu- 
kent rico faire. On les delarma, on prit leurs Dra- 
Feaux. Ia douleur ne veut pas g on pouſſe le rect 
pins loi, Vous voyez bien quel eſt Je ſpectacle de 26. 
Bat aillor 3 8 & hx quatre Regumens de Dragons Priſon- 
ATY le c 1 ite cette zoire idée, & retourne au Villa 

ge d' Ode: Quartier ce Monſieur de Marcin. Lors 
qu'il cut 72 15 Cavalerie de ſa Droite, & la notre, 
eh VLergute, ul ſongea à fe retirer avec fa Gauche, 
„ier 1.5 furs de Monſieur le Comte du Bourg avoir 
ü; urs roupoutls les Ennemis, les ayant chargé a 
demitpe 2. 1 replia toute ſon Infanterie, & marcha 
vir as priiqutau afarais de Hichſtet, qu il repaſſi en 
bn ie, & vint à Dillingen, où on prit le Parti 
Ger her route la Cavaleric a Ulm par Coder gte 
z & ate paſſer le Danw'e au Bagape toute 11 nuit. 
1 jour on restira toute Pintanteric , & l'on eint Cam- 
. per r a Lipent, \aifſinr a Lawingen mille hommes, avcc 
nrfre de ſe retirer dC5 que les Ennemis par: hroicnt, 
7 de bruler le Pont. Ce qui fur fair; & marchatt 
_ ande tecipitation nous menons au Roy le 
byes 7 ue Armee afliges juſqu a la mort, & qui n eſt 
24 ak e par Pinexecution de VOrare formel, qu'on 
v it Goun . de ne pas laiſſer paſſer le Ruiſſcau; & de 
harger ies Entemis à meſure quiile pat Tient, 
gat enhſembæ, c nen par Bi gade, contre un Corps 
i oe 2 Fos u 12 U e 3 ql 4 En: 10 peactie nor 1e '$ © cnalCs 
& ͤenve elo e Plat raster ie, Oc _ F 
F Lettre 
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WLETTR(E 
De Þ Aide Major de la Gendarmerie, a Monſieur 
de Chanullard, 28. Jouſt, 1704. N. 8. 


MONSEIGNEUR, 

OUS m'avcz ordunne par votre Lettre du 15 

de vous informer de tout ce qui S eſt paſſe dans 

la Gendarmerie. Je commencerai: enl'Ablence 

du Mijzr, de vous faire lavvir le Deleſpoir de 

tous les Officiers, tur les Avis qutls regoivent de Par, 
par oui Pon leur mande que Nionſicut de 85 fait courre 
des Bruits injuricux & cru-ls contre eux. Scroit-il. poſ- 


ſibhle, Monleigneur, que la Reputation de cc Corps, ſi 


bien ctablic en tous Lizux, par tant d' Actions diff.ren- 
tes, dependit du Caprice, ou dela Milice d'un Particu- 
lier ſans Experience? Et ſera t- il juſte de le croire, lors 
qu'il voudr: deshonnorer tant de braves G<ns, quand, a 
la vcile des Amis & des Ennemis, ils ont fait t ut ce que 


on devoit attendre des plus braves Cen ? C' dins cette 


malheurcuſe:journec, qu'ils n'ont point apprehendè de 
ſe faire tur pour la Gloire de la Nation, & pour be ſor. 
vice du Roy; Cepend int, il reſt que trop vray, quiil 
a erſuide tout ce quil a voulu contre nous; tant Jes 
premieres Impteſſiuns font dangercuſes: Et Pun nous 
mande qu'il a ofe avancer, que la Fuite de la Gendarmerie 

voir attitè celle de la Cavalerte, Toute PArmee ſuit que 
nous at ions charge deux fois a, ant que la Cav lei ie cut 
approchiè des Eune mis; Que nous ſommes reſtez en Pre- 
fence ju ques a ſix heures du ſir; & que cc par le Cop. 
tre mal grn', d nous n'ctions pas, que es Ennemigs 
ont pere. Coſt une chole poſitiy c & fe Hit, 3 quoi ie 
ſolit ic ns que Per ſonng ne jant chntredite: Ne nous 
refut z pas, donc, Manſeigneur, en cet Occur, | 
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delicate pour nous, & de bi grande Conde poy 


1 1 
tous, le meme Privilege qu'on aczõrde aux plus Crimi- 
nels, qui eſt de ne nous pas juger ſur le Rapport d'un ſeul; 
&, ſur tout, d'un ſeul ſi ſuſpect; Mais jugez nous, sil 
vous plair, ſur le Temoignage de pluſieurs Temoins irre- 
prochables, accoutumez aux Actions, qui ſavent voir 
clair ces Jours- la, & que la Verite ſeule, & non PEnvie, 


fera parler. Vous ſavez, Monſeigneur, qu'il y en a une 


bien grande pour nous: Temoin la Bataille de Spire, ol 


la Gendarmerie ſeule avoit percè les Ennemis, avec tant 


de Rapidite, qu'elle donna par là le tems a notre Infan- 
ter ie oarriver: On ofa pourtant d' abord mal parler d'el- 
le: Et tourner fa Valcur en.Temerite, & (i Sigeſſe en 
trop grande Prudence: Mais vous tures bien- tot inform 
de la Verite, & vous nous rendites la Juſtice qui nous 
Gtoit duꝭ, des que vous ſgeutes que nous n'a ions mar- 
chẽ que par ordre des Gera ux, & que nous avions rem- 
pli tous nos Devoirs, Faites nous la Grace, Monſeigneur, 
de developer le Vray dans cett dermere Affaire, ou le 
Corps, dans! Fruation cen Pavoir pofte, ne pouvoit 
faire autre choſe que de le ſacrifier, & de le faire tuer 
comme il a fair, fans pouvoir rlifiir dans ſes Charges, 
ayant toujours eſſu; 6 un feu une Infanterie lerree, lo- 
care de pluſieurs Rangs, & Police, fur tour, dans un 


chetain cræux, avec des aliſlades devant elle. Ces Pa- 


liflzdes, à la Veri, mont pas cte apperceii-s de tout le 


Monde, & fur tour de crnx qui parlent fi legerement:- 


Mais elles ont &:6 es par ceux qui ont approchè les En- 
ne mis d'auſũi pres qus nous. Je dots vous dire auſſi, 
Monſeigneur, que nous naus ſommes appercens, en plus 
d'une Occaſion, que en eur le Mar echal de Tallurd ze 
nous aimoit pas; Quoi que depuis fa Priſon, ii nous ait hun- 
nor: z de pluſicurs Complimens, fur la Valeur des Offi- 
ciers; en plaignant tant d honnètes Gens tuez ou blei- 
jez, Le Reſpect que n::i5 2vons pour lui, ne nous per- 
met pas d' apprefonui, ai de penetret je Malheur que nous 
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avons 
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avons de n'avoir pas ſes bonnes Graces :. Cependant, par 
une cert ine Confiance que la Veurite donne, nous ne ſau- 
rions nous imaginer, qu'il puiſſe dire ouvertement quel- 
que choſe de mauvais contre nous; & qu'il ait pu cher- 
ger Monßeutg de 8% de rejetter ſur nous les Fairies de 
cette Malhsurcuſe journes, que, par Diſcretich, nous 
ue vculons imputer a Pe ſonne. 1 
Monſicq je Marcchal n'a point vi les deux premicres 
Charges que nous avons faites, n'etant revenu d nous 
qu'apres les deux Actions. I! Etoit alle a la Gauche de 
FArmee de Mu: ſicur le Marechal de Marqin, & il & pa 
Voir 2 n retour que les Ennem is n'avoient eu que trop 
de tems pour former, devant nous, quatre Ligass, Vane 

- ſur baute, ce qui rendoit nos Efforts inutiles, quelque 
denne Volonte que nous euſſions. Nous Tenverſames 
hien leur Premiere Ligne, plus d'une fois 3 mais elle tut 
ſecoutuc & tamen per les trois autres. Si nous avions 


1. dne Gens a tuir,auriors nous eu 51 Officiers tucz ou bleſ- 
3%; it ez, quoi Guilyeniiut 235 biens? Et preſque tous ccux 


gui teſie ut ont cu des Chevabx tue z fours cux, auſſi bien 
que ic gerd Nombre de Geadarmes, Cont j'ai deja cu 
Fhonneut de vous informer. 1A 
Miellicurs de Lanten de Hictefort, de Magic, S plu- 
lie urs nutres (Gurront vous dne, que no ſommes reſtez 
avec eux. j{gues a tix heures du Soir, fur la Hauteur 
d' Hicliſiet; & que cl nous qui avors retitè du Chateau 
Acnhcur & Sur lafbe & Aol ſieur de Barme, & que 
n us avon, fait l'Atriere garde de tout juiques à Um. 
IN'cleror's he us Pas cſpc rer api ca, At eig eur, que 
Vous aurcz la ban: din: nen le Rev dis Veriic? que 
Pei F. allbiers. & dun- 
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